MARLBOROUGH
them, and myself the first/' We have no doubt that
Marlborough, his friend and fellow-intriguer, would have
done the same with the soldiers had he had them in
command. But his lot was hard. An age of revolutions
and conspiracies, when all foundations quaked, had produced
a tribe of professional plot-denouncers. Titus Gates, living
in retirement upon his Government pension, held a veritable
school for the making of bogus plots from the exposure of
which much wealth and celebrity might be gained. More-
over, there was no lack of material. A rascal named Fuller
had already this year from his debtors' prison offered blood-
curdling revelations to Parliament, and had been exposed
and convicted only by the exceptional diligence of the House
of Commons. Now, at this grievous moment, came forth
a disciple of Gates and Fuller named Young, also a rogue
and a criminal, also in gaol, who devised a scheme to win
himself riches and consideration by accusing well-known
and likely men of murderous conspiracy.1
Young was by his own confession an expert forger. He
had obtained a specimen of Marlborough's signature by
writing to him about the character of a servant. He drew
up a document purporting to be a bond of association
between certain persons to take the Prince of Orange, dead
or alive, and to restore King James. He forged the names
of Marlborough, Cornbury, Archbishop Bancroft, and the
harmless Bishop of Rochester, Sprat, with some others, as
signatories. His confederate, Blackhead, hid this poisonous
evidence in a flowerpot in the house of the unwitting Bishop
of Rochester. Young then warned the Cabinet of their peril
and where the proof could be found. Above all things, he
said, they must search the Bishop's flowerpots. Under the
threat of invasion, on the eve of fateful battle with the fleet
commanded by a suspected admiral, a panic-fierce mood ruled
at the council-board. Marlborough and one or two leading
Jacobites were arrested out of hand and sent to the Tower.
Three members of the Council, Lords Devonshire, Bradford,
1 Cf. " A Relation of the Late Wicked Contrivance of Stephen Blackhead and
Robert Young," by the Bishop of Rochester, in Harkian Miscellany x, i.
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